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Aurum Arsenicum
By E. R. Mclntyer, B. S., M. D. 

Doctor Kent handed me his article on this remedy with a  request that I discuss everything he writes along the same lines  that was published in the September Critique on his proving of 
aluminum phosphorica; while this would be a rather formidable  undertaking, I will try to discuss this remedy, and probably others, according to what I think the symptoms teach. 

A study of the proving of aurum arsenicum, as given in the September Critique, can hardly fail to impress one with its wonderful power to strike down the vital forces of the entire human economy; we see this one thread running all through the picture. 

When an agent produces such profound disturbance in the vital forces, it points to the sympathetic nervous system; since it is this system which presides over every function and organ concerned in nutrition. 

This system, like the cerebro-spinal, has its dominating cen- 
ter. The functional relations of the solar plexus and semilunar 
ganglia to the whole sympathetic system is similar to that of the 
cerebellum to the cerebro-spinal system. An injury to any part 
of the cerebro-spinal system can only be recognized by the pa- 
tient when the impulses reaches the cerebrum. So a disturbance 
in any division of the sympathetic is reflected to the solar plexus, 
which has been aptly termed "The abdominal brain." Since 
fibres connect this abdominal brain with every organ, vessel 
(whether blood or lymphatic), gland, and nutritive function, 
excretion and reproduction, it is natural that any agent capable 
of causing discordant action in any perypheral portion of this 
system must cause incoordination in the rhythm of the solar 
plexus; in other words, an irritation in any organ will be re- 
flected to the abdominal brain, there to be reorganized and sent 
to all other parts and organs. 

On the other hand, it is evident that any agent that strikes 
down the vital powers in the entire economy, as does the one 
under discussion, must begin with the solar plexus or abdominal 
brain, the same as anything that paralyzes the entire cerebro- 
spinal system must be located in the brain. The sympathetic is 
the nerve of rhythmical action, not controlled by mental desires 
or physical labor. 

When we know that the hepatic plexus receives its sympa- 
thetic fibres from the coeliac plexus, which is a direct continua- 
tion of the great solar plexus, we are prepared to trace many 
hepatic symptoms to some discord in the rhythm of the latter. 
The liver is peculiar in many respects, not the least of which is 
its nerve supply. The hepatic plexus contains fibres from the 
coeliac plexus (sympathetic), both vagi (cranial) and phrenic 
(spinal) from the third, fourth and fifth cervical nerves. This 
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three-fold nerve supply of the liver not only tells us of the great 
importance of the organ, but serves to explain many disorders 
in distant parts which frequently accompany diseased liver. 

Let us not forget this peculiar nerve supply is also a wise 
provision of nature for the preservation of a nicely balanced 
function in the organ itself, as well as a source of much trouble 
when the balance of power, so to speak, is thrown on any one of 
these different nerve sources. 

As we study this proving we read "enlarged liver; hardening 
of the liver; atrophy of the liver." These three symptoms are 
given here in the order in which we would expect them to appear. 
The drug disturbs the rhythm in the abdominal brain, and this 
incoordinate action is sent over the vasomotor fibres in the he- 
patic plexus, where it disturbs the tone of the hepatic arteries, 
and they become dilated and filled with blood; the liver is con- 
gested and naturally " enlarged/ ' This congestion being con- 
tinued results in the proliferation of connective tissue which 
undergoes a kind of semi-organization and takes on greater den- 
sity, and it is "hardened." Finally this connective tissue con- 
tracts the same as does redundant connective tissue in other parts. 
As this contraction proceeds it squeezes the life out of those liver 
cells within its meshes, and the organ "atrophies." 

Having in mind what has been said of this gland and re- 
membering that the lymphatic glands are supplied by sympa- 
thetic nerves, the reader can readily see why "the glands are 
swollen ; ulceration of glands, with marked induration ; in cancer- 
ous conditions." Rhythm is the first law of all organic life; 
rhythmical action in the animal body is the result of normal 
function of the sympathetic nervous system, while the cerebro- 
spinal system tends to disturb rhythm. When glandular rhythm 
is normal, glandular function is normal and lymphatic circula- 
tion is normal; but when rhythm in the gland is disturbed the 
glands are filled with lymph, which soon loses its liquid and the 
gland becomes clogged with waste products, and products of an 
incompleted metabolism, with resulting faulty nutrition that is 
in direct ratio to the inability of the gland to remove the little 
corpses of the dead material. 

The allopath is not ignorant of these facts, but lacks the 
proper training to enable him to make a practical application of 
them in the treatment of his patients, and since he knows of no 
better mode of procedure, he cuts the inoffensive glands in the 
belief that thus he can cure the patient. But can he ? If so, we 
are reduced to a position in which we have an effect without a 
cause. Cure means removal of the cause ; in this case the cause 
is incoordinate action of the nerve supply of the glands. 

Then we read ' ' inflammation and congestion in many parts ; 
in mucous membranes, bones, glands, peritoneum, serous mem- 
branes. " We are not told whether this inflammatory action is 
acute, and indeed we do not need telling if we read the whole 
story ; such conditions as are brought about by this drug as given 
in this picture are always of a low grade chronic character. It 
would indeed be a novelty to See an active, acute condition in 
such a case as is here described. 

The germiphobist would teach that this is the result of infec- 
tion by some form of germs, but he fails to tell us how the germs 
reached the. tissues involved, especially the internal tissues. It is 
well known that healthy human blood and lymph kill disease- 
germs at once when they come in contact with them ; inflamma- 
tion in any part is always preceded by congestion. This differs 
in no particular in glands. Congestion is a result of disturbance 
in the vasomotor nerves of the part, which permits loss of tone in 
the vessel walls with consequent undue afflux of blood to that 
part. When this passes to a condition in which a new product is 
formed, we call it inflammation ; but there can be no living dis- 
ease germs in this blood so long as it is normal and continues to 
circulate normally. But change its constituent elements or ob- 
struct its onward flow, and it becomes a suitable soil for the gen- 
eration and growth of germs. And we may find living germs 
in it as a result, but not a cause of the inflammation. 

This may all seem foreign to the subject under discussion 
but how else shall we really know the action of our remedies ex- 
cept by some knowledge of anatomy, physiology and pathology? 
By pathology I do not mean morbid anatomy, but morbid phys- 
iology. It is of but little use to see a group of symptoms unless 
we know something of their meaning. 

Tracing the glandular troubles still further, we read 'Mis- 
charge of mucous and pus from the eyes and the lids are stuck 
together in the morning with yellow pus ; granular lids, the lashes 
fall out; inflammation of the eyes, catarrhal, scrofulous, of the 
cornea, of the iris, from syphilis." These eye symptoms are no 
more or less than what we would expect to find when we remem- 
ber the meibomian glands which are so thickly strewn over the 
inner surface of the lids just beneath the conjunctiva, and that 
they, like other glands, are controlled by the sympathetic nerves, 
the fetid, offensive, thick, yellow discharge from the ear with 
mastoid caries, point to the same incoordination in the sympa- 
thetic system. 

Knowing that the eye receives its sympathetic fibres from 
the cavernous plexus through the lenticular ganglion, and that 
the cavernous plexus is derived, with the carotid plexus, from tin- 
superior cervical ganglion, thus completing a direct route from 
the solar plexus over the splanchnics; and that the carotid and 
cavernous plexuses control the circulation in the brain, we are 
not surprised when we read "hyperaemia, fullness and heat of 
head from mental exertion; * * * pain in the head: 
* * * pulsations in head." With the circulation of 
the brain dominated by so much incoordination as we 
find in the whole system, we are looking for just 
such a changeable condition as we find both in the head 
and mental symptoms, and we should not be surprised to find the 
sleep unrefreshing and restless, with many unpleasant dreams. 

"Motion aggravates in general." "Symptoms come on on 
going to sleep and during sleep." In order to understand the 
significance of these symptoms we must remember that sleep is 
a state in which all volition ceases and only involuntary motions 
continue ; that is, a condition in which the entire labor of living 
is thrown upon the sympathetic nervous system. During wak- 
ing hours this system and the cerebro-spinal divide the work of 
the body, so to speak, there is a certain interdependence between 
the two. But in sleep the sympathetic takes up the work inde- 
pendently. During sleep there is a normal relaxation of all 
parts; the mental faculties are in abeyance and vitality is nor- 
mally low. Now add to this normal lowering of vital force that 
of a pathological condition, which itself causes reduction of vital 
forces, and it is not difficult to see why there is aggravation 
when first falling asleep or during sleep ; neither should we be 
surprised to read "the body emaciates; complaints come on after 
slight exertion and after cold drinks/' when we remember that 
the sympathetic system controls every function of nutrition and 
development, and that it is so crippled as to render it unable to 
maintain normal rhythmical action in the body. The last part of 
this symptom, "worse from cold drinks," points to the same 
condition as does the aggravation in cold, wet weather. It tends 
to further unbalance the circulation which is already much dis- 
turbed; but the key to the whole picture is "the symptoms re- 
semble persons much debilitated by sexual excesses and vices." 
In a person of this kind it is common to find the glandular trou- 
bles and all the other symptoms in the proving. 

Returning to the great solar plexus and semilunar ganglia, 
we find that the original disturbance has been sent out over the 
superior mesenteric, aortic and inferior mesenteric plexuses to 
Auerbach's plexuses, which control intestinal peristalis, causing 
discordant action resulting in the "pain in abdomen; night: 
colic; cramping, cutting, stitching;" this is spasm of the bowel. 
When this incoordinate action reaches the Bilroth-Meisner pelx- 
uses the secretions become irregular or defective, and fermenta- 
tion takes place, with 1 1 rumbling in abdomen. ' ' The same irreg- 
ularity in quality or quantity or both, of intestinal secretions, 
with incoordinate action in the intestinal walls, accounts for the 
"constipation, alternating with diarrhoea," and "offensive 
flatus." 

When these viciated secretions pass over the mucous mem- 
brane with the stool, they very naturally cause irritation of the 
sensitive sacral nerves causing "burning pain in anus with 
diarrhoea; during and after stool." The pain will so influence 
the spinal nerves supplying the sphincters as to throw them into 
a state of incoordinate activity with the resulting "urging in the 
rectum. ' ' 

The irritation travels from the aortic and mesenteric plex- 
uses over the hypogastric to the cystic plexus, where it sets up all 
kinds of irregular and incoordinate actions in the bladder. 

Remembering that the sexual organs receive their nerve sup- 
ply from plexuses derived from the pelvic plexus, we find an ex- 
planation for the "induration of testes and hydrocele; inflam- 
mation of glans penis; sore pain in testes; ulcers on penis.'* 
" Leucorrhoea ; inflammation of ovaries and uterus" and all the 
other sexual irregularities found in the proving. 

In a word, this is the only possible explanation for the gen- 
eral changeableness and irregularity of the symptoms of the whole 
patient. In this respect this remedy resembles aluminum phos- 
phorica, ignatia and many others, from which it might not be 
unprofitable to differentiate by comparisons. This should be 
done with a view, not of simply showing similarities, but rather 
points of difference. But this is not the province of this paper. 
It may be the business of one to give the facts of another to 
interpret them, and still another to differentiate each from all 
others. Thus we may get a picture of each remedy that will not 
readily fade from the mind. 
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