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Time allowed 15 minutes.  

Find the remedy. 
In the following 5 questions the characteristics of a remedy have been described.

Without the use of a repertory and only using your knowledge of Materia Medica give the name of only ONE remedy.  Note that if you give more than one answer, even if you include the correct remedy, the answer would be marked as wrong.
Q 1

The patient is a 15 year old boy who has suffered from seizure after being sexually abused.
His mother says that if hears loud noises or sees water his seizures start.  

During examination the light from the slit lamp the seizures indeed start in the form of opisthonos. (Opisthotonos is a condition in which the body is held in an abnormal posture. It usually involves rigidity and severe arching of the back, with the head thrown backward. If a person with opisthotonos lays on his or her back, only the back of the head and the heels would touch the supporting surface.)
After the sexual assault he swears – his sexual tendencies have increased and he is frightened of confined spaces and becoming mad.
What is the recommended remedy?

Q 2

This remedy has affinities for the occiput, pancreas and the lungs.  There is watery yellow discharge skin eruptions/vesicles.  It is one of the main remedies for seizures, epilepsy, mental and emotional and memory problems after a knock on the head.
It can be effective in cases of fistulas and suppressed gonorrhoea.  Symptoms are much worse in wet or damp weather.  Damp seaside air or even consumption of sea-food make the symptoms worse.
What is the name of this remedy?
Q 3

The main action of this remedy is skin eruptions, mucosal sores and porosity of bones.  Vesicular or herpetic skin afflictions are its main characteristics.  The external surfaces are under constant stimulation – with the sensation of itching or tickling constantly changing their positions.   The itching is so bad that the patient despite scratching the area raw, will continue to scratch.  It is possible that the scratched areas will feel cold.  Various nerve pains (neuralgia, trigeminial, brachial, sciatic etc) is another of its characteristics.
This remedy is often needed after the suppression of skin afflictions.  Although the skin symptoms are sensitive to heat, the nerve pains are very sensitive to cold.

Large sores and bone pains at night are main characteristics of this remedy.  It is so similar to MERC that Dr Hughes has called it the vegetable MERC.

What is this remedy?

Q 4

This remedy is often used in female afflictions where its main character is severe burning – as if there is fire ball in the pelvic region.  Vaginal discharge is lumpy and foul smelling.  All discharges are copious, hot, burning and foul smelling.  Leucorrhoea is yellow, burning, foul smelling and stains clothing.  The burning causes severe itching.
The other affinity of this remedy is the gums where they become blue, spongy and bleed.  The teeth rot quickly.

Restlessness especially after midnight is another important characteristic.
What is the name of this remedy?

Q 5

This is a deep antipsoric remedy.  Infiltration of the lymph nodes in various parts of the body (neck, abdomen, inguinal region etc) is one of its characteristics.  Lymph nodes become hardened as time passes.  The formation of chains on lymph nodes in the neck is a good indication.
This remedy has applications in neoplastic diseases especially stomach cancer. 
Nervous weakness will lead to muscle weakness, shaking and muscle cramps.  Gradually the patient may become paralysed – with paralysis working itself up the body.  Paralysis or ulcers are often painless and painlessness is another main characteristic of this remedy.

This remedy can work in a wide range of stomach ailments from cancer to ulcers.  It can also be used palliatively in stomach cancers.

Major sweating at night is another characteristic of this remedy.  Sometimes patients report that as soon as they close their eyes in bed the perspiration starts.
